Hearing Jesus - Matthew 13:1-13

Have you ever had someone tell you something important but because you weren’t really
listening you forgot what they told you? Yet when you contemplate a beautiful painting or read
an epic novel you can’t forget its meaning. Jesus understood this dynamic; so he taught Truth
like an artist. In Matthew 13 Jesus begins to teach in parables, ordinary stories that explain the
kingdom of God. His first parable, about sowing seeds, illustrates why there is such a varied
response to those who hear God’s word. This simple farming story challenges us to think deeply
about how we are hearing the word of God.

1. The Beauty of Parables (v. 1-9)
2. Secrets made known (v. 10-17)

3. What type of hearer are you? (v. 18-23)

QUESTIONS (Pray, read the passage, and pick 4-5 questions to discuss. Trust the Holy Spirit to guide.)
1. Jesus says, "He who has ears, let him hear." What do you think it means to truly hear
God's Word rather than simply listen to it?

2. Can you think of a time when you heard a biblical truth many times but only later truly
understood it? What changed?

3. What distractions most often keep you from hearing God's Word with attention and
openness?

4. The sermon highlighted the varied responses to Jesus in Matthew 11-12. Why do you
think people can hear the same message yet respond so differently?

5.Which response from Matthew 11-12 (doubt, indifference, hostility, demanding proof,
etc.) do you most commonly see in today's culture?

6. How do parables challenge us differently than straightforward teaching?

7. Is there a parable that has especially impacted your life? Why?

8. How do you typically prepare before coming to church? Is there anything you'd like to
change?

9. Do you tend to evaluate sermons like a consumer, or receive them as opportunities
for God to speak to you? How can you cultivate a more teachable heart?



