
The Long Way Home (Acts 14) 
Have you ever been lied about, misunderstood, falsely accused, maybe even physically attacked 
because you stood up for something you believed in or loved someone enough to tell them the truth? In 
Acts 14 we discover a door of faith has been pushed wide open when all the opposition I just mentioned 
was trying to keep it shut. Paul and Barnabas didn’t take the shortcut to avoid suffering. Instead they took 
the long way home, back through cities filled with opposition in order to finish what they started. 
 
1. Poisonous lies and complete misunderstanding (Acts 14:1-21) 
In Iconium (modern day Konya): V2 “poisoned their minds against the brothers.” 
Presence = staying, not moving on. Refusing to be intimidated. Let their life back up their words. 
In Lystra: Local legend was that Zeus and Hermes had visited the town once before. 
Misunderstanding provides an opportunity to speak of Jesus with clarity.  
Acts 14:15 “we bring you good news (gospel), that you should turn from these vain things to a living 
God…” 1 Thessalonians 1:9 
The crowd wanted what happened to fit their belief system (worldview). Where do we do this?  
V19-20! Knocked unconscious, left for dead.  
 
2. The long way home (Acts 14:21-23) 
They didn’t avoid suffering, they didn’t keep quiet, they didn’t take the shortcut back home to avoid all the 
opposition. They took the long way home – to encourage those who placed their faith in Jesus AND to 
appoint elders in each church. 
V22! Are we prepared to suffer for Jesus’ sake? 2 Timothy 3:10-14; 1 Thessalonians 3:2-4 
Part of their strengthening / encouraging included identifying and appointing proper leadership. 
V23 In a sense they were saying, “Jesus, they are yours and you are responsible for them!”  
 
3. The wide open door (Acts 14:24-28) 
Imagine this reunion! They reported: “HE (God) opened a door of faith to the Gentiles.”  
= every ethnicity, every marginalized person, everyone on the outside looking in...is welcomed in. 
Acts 14 is the story about a door of faith - a door pushed wide open when poisonous lies, false 
accusations, complete misunderstanding and physical attack were trying to keep it shut.  
Paul and Barnabas took the long way home. Will we? 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS (Pray, read the passage and pick 4-5 questions to discuss. Trust the Holy Spirit to guide.)   

1. How did Sunday’s Talk encourage or challenge you? 
2. Read Acts 14:1-7. In Iconium there is once again a mixed response to Paul’s preaching. In light of 

such strong opposition, why do you think Paul and Barnabas remain in Iconium such a long time? 
3. After Paul and Barnabas hear of a plot against them, they decide to leave Iconium (VV4-6). In 

your own experience, how do you know when to hold your ground, and when to move on?  
4. Read Acts 14:8-20. How do the people of Lystra misunderstand what they hear and see (VV11-

13)? The crowd wanted what they heard and saw to fit their belief system (worldview). This still 
happens today. Have you ever been tempted to take something you’ve read in the Bible and 
force it to fit into your belief system or lifestyle? Why do people struggle with this?  

5. What Paul says in Lystra is totally different than what he said in Acts 13 (in the synagogue). Why 
and how does it differ? In Acts 14:15 Paul invites the people of Lystra to do what? 

6. Read Acts 14:21-28. Paul and Barnabas go back through the cities where they faced severe 
opposition (the long way home). What was their purpose in returning that way? What does this 
teach us about the mission before us today?  

7. The chapter ends with a reunion of Paul and Barnabas with their sending church in Antioch 
(Syria). What do they report? How does it encourage you? (VV27-28) 

 
It’s not easy to be lied about, misunderstood, falsely accused or physically attacked. Will we endure 
all that and more to bring the good news of Jesus to the city of St. Pete? Pray for the grace to endure 
this kind of opposition. Ask The Spirit to give humility, courage, love and faith. 


