
No Limit to Your Love (Luke 10:25-37) 
Imagine a love that pushes against boundary lines we’ve drawn up in our own hearts. One that makes us 
feel uncomfortable and out of control. One that challenges every prejudice we carry, every notion to write 
others off, every “us and them” category we try to fit people into. Jesus tells a story that crushes boundary 
lines and invites us to do the same.  
 
1. A Test | making sure Jesus has boundary lines (Luke 10:25-28) 
Think “religious scholar” or “expert on The Law of Moses” – around to monitor Jesus’ faithfulness.  
This lawyer stands up and publicly challenges Jesus – “put him to the test”  
“How do I inherit eternal life?” Deuteronomy 6:4-5 and Leviticus 19:18 
“Do this, and you will live.” = authentic acts of love rise from genuine faith.  
 
2. A Question | trying to get away with boundary lines (Luke 10:29) 
Sometimes we ask questions just to get what we want. Or to make ourselves feel better about decisions.  
The lawyer was trying to justify himself. “Who is my neighbor?” who “qualifies”? 
Jesus is about to help the lawyer see how much he misses the point. 
 
3. A Story | crushing boundary lines (Luke 10:30-37) 
The Priest = Descendant of Aaron. Teacher of the Law. Served in the temple. Led the way spiritually.  
The Levite = Attendant to the temple. Served the priests. 
The Samaritan = Hatred on a deep level between the Jews and Samaritans going for hundreds of years.  
The Wounded Man = a human being in desperate need.  
V33 Listeners would have been completely shocked! “No way!” Culturally unthinkable.  
V36 The question is not “Who is my neighbor” BUT “Am I being a neighbor?”  
In the midst of COVID-19? What does that involve?  
A love that decides, in the face of inconvenience, to extend mercy, show compassion, to love as we have 
been loved. Ephesians 4:29-5:2; Romans 13:8-10; Galatians 5:14 
Jesus exposes the error of the lawyer’s interpretation, demonstrates how worldwide, boundary breaking 
love is the fulfillment of the Law and then asks the lawyer to wrestle with it all on the spot. 
V37 The lawyer has to admit the Samaritan was a true neighbor. 
Jesus invites us into that. Not in our own strength (as if we could earn eternal life!) but in the power of the 
Spirit. Not without first being immersed in God’s love for us in Jesus.  
 
 
QUESTIONS 

1. Read Luke 10:25-37. The lawyer’s question about requirements for entering “the age to come” 
were standard questions but Luke tells us the lawyer was “out to test Jesus.” What could the 
lawyer have seen in the ministry of Jesus that caused him to want to test Jesus?  

2. The lawyer answered using Deuteronomy 6:4-5 and Leviticus 19:18. It’s one thing to know what 
Scripture says – it’s another to own it, to walk it out. What did the lawyer lack?   
We can know what the Bible says and even agree with it. How do we keep ourselves from 
obeying it selectively? Picking and choosing what we want to embrace? 

3. Luke tells us the lawyer wanted to “justify” himself. What was he trying to get away with? 
4. VV30-37 Jesus answered the lawyer’s question by telling a story. Why would Jesus’ use of a 

Samaritan have been a huge shock to the original hearers? What did the Samaritan?  
5. The story demonstrates a love that is willing to endure, lose, suffer, give, risk and spend. A love 

that refuses to allow ethnicity, society or anything else draw up boundary lines.  
How does this story challenge prejudice we hide, or the “us and them” categories we try to fit 
people into? Ephesians 4:29-5:2; Romans 13:8-10; Galatians 5:14 

6. What might it look like to be a neighbor to those around us in the midst of this COVID-19 
pandemic? When life’s comforts and securities are challenged or stripped away? 

 
PRAY: Jesus kicked the door wide open to a plan of salvation that was shocking then and is shocking 
now. Spend time in prayer, thanking God for crushing boundary lines on love, for including outsiders like 
you. Pray for the courage and grace to live out the call to love this way here in St. Pete.   


