
Hypocrisy and Opposition (Acts 4:32-5:42) 
 
Hypocrisy from within the community of Jesus’ followers threatened to undermine everything they were 
about while opposition outside the community wanted to silence them. It was a mess! God answered this 
hypocrisy and opposition in a shocking way reminding us he’s not ours to control but he is ours to trust. 
 
In Christ, God’s people are the new temple – not a building but a people. 
1. Followers of Jesus living out their new identity (Acts 4:32-37; 5:12-16) 
A generous and sacrificial community. Gracious, giving, compassionate – looking out for the interests of 
others. Sound like anyone? Philippians 2:1-16! Barnabas is a positive example.  
They were empowered by God’s grace to live out their new identity.  
 
2. Hypocrisy threatens to wreck it (Acts 5:1-11) 
Dale Ralph Davis: “A Christian must keep asking himself: Am I worshipping the God of the Bible or only a 
God as I wish to think of him?”  
Ananias and Saphira didn’t have to sell their property. They didn’t have to give the funds to the church. 
They decided beforehand (conspiring together) what they would do.  

• Story of Achan in Joshua 7 
Achan disregarded God’s command, justified why he deserved it.  

• Story of Nadab and Abihu in Leviticus 10  
Satan was attempting to weaken, destabilize and undermine what God’s plan.  
God is not ours to control. He’s holy. Take this story for what it is: a warning.  
Philippians 2:12; Hebrews 12:28-29; 1 Peter 1:17  
Isaiah 44:6 Is there someone else that’s like me? Let him speak up!  
Why can’t God be holy and loving all at once? He can and is! 
Psalm 130:1-4 “IF the LORD kept a record of sins…WHO could stand?”  
“BUT with you…there is forgiveness…therefore you are feared.” 
 
3. Opposition threatens to stop it (Acts 5:17-28) 
Filled with jealousy (zeal) = afraid of losing power, authority and influence. 
Whatever the opposition, it isn’t a hindrance to God. Ever.  
 
4. Followers of Jesus keep living out their new identify (Acts 5:29-42) 
Big Q: is this new way from God or is it a purely human invention?  
If it is God, you won’t be able to stop it, you’ll find yourself fighting against God!  
 
Who are we in the face of hypocrisy? In the midst of opposition?  
Are we going to continue to keep living out our new identity OR will we buckle under the pressure?  
Be humbled AND encouraged that God is not ours to control but he is ours to trust. 
 
 
QUESTIONS 

1. Describe the way believers lived (4:32-35). What will it require for us to live this way? 
2. How do you react to the events of Acts 4:36-5:11?  
3. Why do you think there was such a severe judgment against Ananias and Sapphira?  
4. What kind of warning does this story present?  
5. How and why do the high priest and Sadducees react to what was happening? (5:12-28) 
6. In 5:20 the angel describes faith in Jesus as “this new life.”  Why is “this new life” an appropriate 

description for faith in Jesus Christ?  
7. Read what the apostles said to the Jewish leaders in 5:29-32. Why was this message so 

provocative? What do they say about Jesus? 
8. We should expect hypocrisy and opposition. Where do we find strength to keep living out our new 

identity in Jesus? How might 5:39, 41-42 encourage you? 


